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Another Opportunity

i & A nother New Year has dawned, and it is normal

that we give extra thought to the new time
frame. We all make the customary New Year's
resolutions, only to have them short-lived. To this
there could only be one answer, and this was
spokenbythelord: 0o The spirit I s

4 flesh is weakd (Matthew 26:41) Our intentions may

be honorable, but we so easily capitulate to the
espoused routine of life, simply because we do not
make any effort to spirituality gird ourselves to
follow the Christian course, which holds the
fulfillment we all desire.

We hear people say that it is so often difficult to
do the right thing, especially in this hard-core,
materialistic world where the competition is so
great. It may be difficult, but not impossible. The
Lord made no sugarcoated promises. He stated
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A Sermon for the New Year

by Fr. George Papadeas, of blessed memory

commercial world it would be better to substitute
Christmas with "Santa Claus Day."

In Greece, the exchanging of gifts takes place on
January 1, the Feast of St. Basil, and Christmas
remains dedicated to the birth of our Lord who
wame that wegmightbe savedh e

Many Christian must be brought out of their
routine Christianity. They are described by St. Paul
in Romans 10:2 as"having a zeal for God, but
without any true knowledge or foundation.” God
takes a back seat, and we take comfort that He is
there in case we need Him. We are not truly
involved with Him, and most assuredly do not live
up to the standard of St. Paul who said, 0 / , /et v e
not I, but it is Christ who lives within me .o
Galatians 2 :20) St. Paul, in his whole life and
dedicated mission, gave proof to this uplifting

thatt ot he gate i s narrow whistatémetefdaths wvnt o /7 fe

whereas the gate is wide and the way is broad
which leads unto destruction/o (7:13-14)

One of the main problems in our life as
Christians is that we do not give equal time to the
needs of our soul. We often take extra pain to take
care of our physical needs. And yet we just don't
think very often about our spiritual needs.

There never was a time when the need for God
in our lives was so very important. What better time

* is there than the first day of the New Year to give

God the highest priority; to invoke Him in prayer;

to ask for strength to live a life of meaning and
significance. The New Year's Day Divine Liturgy,
which should be a must for every Christian, has
been sadly neglected. It is true that there are the late
night activities, but to rise early to be in God's house
on January 1st is to be spiritually uplifted as we
praise and glorify His Name, praying that He bless
us and the whole world, that all will live in peace

and harmony.

Without question, the swift current of
materialism, and personal enjoyment takes its toll.
We have just celebrated Christmas. But have you
noticed that as every year goes by, we see fewer
truly Christmas-oriented programs, and less

. Christmas music is heard? Santa Claus has taken

over, and people have become absorbed in the
exchange of Christmas gifts. It seems that in this

We all seek opportunities in life. Yet is there any
greater opportunity than that of being united with
the Lord? New Year is an opportunity for all
people, young and old, a great opportunity to
regain our soul.

We all seek happiness in life, but happiness does
not mean the same thing to all people. People have
to come to grips with themselves, and at the same
time take life more seriously. When this happens,
they will be convinced that happiness does not emit
from externals fi from things that we may acquire.
Happiness has its roots from deep within our soul. It
has to source from the soul.

The proof of this is that as we mature and
approach the golden years of life, we realize that
the things that seemed so important in our youth
are now only incidental, and the things we took for
granted, in which we didn't place much importance,
are the things that in the end become very precious
to us.

There was a popular song in the 40's titled, "The
Best Things in Life are Free." Just think about this.
The tangibles might bring momentary happiness, but
the intangibles give us true and lasting happiness.
We will never be truly happy unless they free
themselves from the belief that the material things,
of themselves only, will bring the desired happiness.
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Church is to proclaim the Gospel of Salvation through the
Orthodox Christian Faith for the glory of our Triune God -
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

We are a community of believers who journey towards our
Lord Jesus Christ and one another through our WORSHIP,
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SERVICE.We invite all people to join us on this journey
toward the Kingdom of Heaven.
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Parish Ministry Team

Administrative Assistant- Linda Ducas
Altar Boy Ministry - Ben Clark, George Stefanides,
John Kopellas
Athletic Ministry - John Kopellas
Bookstore - Charles & Maria Patsios, Richard & lleana Straki
Chanters- Costa Magimbi
Choir Director - Cynthia Alex
Compassionate Friends Marion Aviges
Computer and Internet Ministries -
John Alex, Manny Parasirakis
GOYA#i Youth Ministry Staff - Peter and Annie Alexopoulos,
Cathy Lagoudakis, Jennifer Kostarellas, Michael Kallis
Greek Language Arts Coordinator- Voula Polychronopoulos
Hellenic Cultural Center - Linda Ducas, Michael Gregory
Holy Cross Seminarians 7imothy & Catherine Cook,
Peter Kostakis, Dionysios & Maria Koulianos
IOCC Representative- Cathy Lagoudakis
JOY Advisors- Mary Lynn Pergantis, Joanna Tzouvelis
0 Kal i "Serior Mimstry- Drew Bilillies
Koinonia - Carol Kinas
Mommy and Me Playgroup - (coordinator needed)
Parish Nurse- Marion Aviges
Philoptochos President- Georgia Colivas
Sextons- Demetrios Brakoumatsos, Nicholas Yiokarinis
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Asst. Treasurer........... Charles Kalivas Anthony Ducas
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Recording Secretary... Brian Marriott
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Dear Parish Family,
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year and we will update the parish as information

promises to be an extremely busy year. We are
preparing for a year of celebration to honor the 75 t
anniversary of our beloved Taxiarchae. The committee
has begun their work. There will be events during the

becomes available. The date for the big celebration is Saturday evening,

November 10. Please save the date.

As you may have noticed, the beautification project is underway.

The outer Narthex floor has been completed. The icons for the

iconostasion have all been donated. Thank you to all who have
already donated, not only to the icons, but also to the entire project.
The project will really take form this month, so we do appreciate your

patience as we continue to beautify our church.

Elections were held on December 4. | would like to welcome our

newest member to the board, Chris Ketcios, as well as welcoming back

those who were re-elected: Andrew Colivas, Costa Karageorgis,
Richard Strakus and myself. | look forward to working with everyone
this year. As | have said many times in the past, | have the honor of
working with a hands -on parish council, one that works countless
hours making our parish a priority in their lives. | personally thank

everyone for their time, talent and love for our church.

I would like to take this time to thank Nick Faggas for his service of
over 40 years on this parish council. Nick has served this parish with
love and reverence. Thank you Nick for all that you have done and

continue to do for our parish.

On Sunday, February 19Presbytera Penny and her family will
commemor at e -yRea memorials Therawall be a memorial
luncheon after the liturgy. Please let the office know if you will be

attending.

| wish to thank everyone for their continued support and love as we

<E$|e E Odli;\ﬁyﬁe NéNI\_(eWrir_? our families health, joy, faith,

God bless you,

Frances




