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F or the maintenance of their armed forces, the 

Roman emperors decreed that their subjects in 

every district should be taxed every year. This same 

decree was reissued every fifteen years, since the 

Roman soldiers were obliged to serve for fifteen 

years. At the end of each fifteen-year period, an 

assessment was made of what economic changes had 

taken place, and a new tax was decreed, which was 

to be paid over the span of the fifteen years. This 

imperial decree, which was issued before the season 

of winter, was named Indictio, that is, Definiton, or 

Order. This name was adopted by the emperors in 

Constantinople also. At other times, the latter also 

used the term Epinemisis, that is, Distribution 

(Dianome). It is commonly held that Saint 

Constantine the Great introduced the Indiction 

decrees in A.D. 312, after he beheld the sign of the 

Cross in heaven and vanquished Maxentius and was 

proclaimed Emperor in the West. Some, however 

(and this seems more likely), ascribe the institution 

of the Indiction to Augustus Caesar, three years 

before the birth of Christ. Those who hold this view 

offer as proof the papal bull issued in A.D. 781 

which is dated thus: Anno IV, Indictionis LIII -that is, 

the fourth year of the fifty -third Indiction. From this, 

we can deduce the aforementioned year (3 B.C.) by 

multiplying the fifty -two complete Indictions by the 

number of years in each (15), and adding the three 

years of the fifty-third Indiction. There are three 

types of Indictions: 1) That which was introduced in 

the West, and which is called Imperial, or Caesarean, 

or Constantinian, and which begins on the 24th of 

September; 2) The so-called Papal Indiction, which 

begins on the 1st of January; and 3) The 

Constantinopolitan, which was adopted by the 

Patriarchs of that city after the fall of the Eastern 

Empire in 1453. This Indiction is indicated in their 

own hand on the decrees they issue, without the 

numeration of the fifteen years. This Indiction begins 

on the 1st of September and is observed with special 

ceremony in the Church. Since the completion of 

each year takes place, as it were, with the harvest 

and gathering of the crops into storehouses, and we 

begin anew from henceforth the sowing of seed in 

the earth for the production of future crops, 

September is considered the beginning of the New 

Year. The Church also keeps festival this day, 

beseeching God for fair weather, seasonable rains, 

and an abundance of the fruits of the earth. The 

Holy Scriptures (Lev. 23:24-5 and Num. 29:1-2) also 

testify that the people of Israel celebrated the feast 

(Continued on page 5) 

ECCLESIASTICAL NEW YEAR 
September 1 

This month we say goodbye to Julie Tziolas, our beloved pastoral assistant who 

has been with the Taxiarchae community since September of 1998.  

    When Julie first came to our parish she was a new student at Hellenic 

College. Over the years she has become a cornerstone of many of our parish 

ministries, most especially our youth programs.  

     Julie became pastoral assistant in September of 2001 and worked closely 

with Father Theodore Barbas, who is now the Chancellor of the Metropolis of 

Boston, developing many of the programs we hold near and dear to heart. 

Throughout the years Julie has become, not simply a valuable member of our 

community, but a member of all of our families. She has touched our lives 

through the hard work, dedication, and spiritual focus she brought to her 

ministry. Julie's presence will be missed and we wish her well as she begins her 

new ministry as the pastoral assistant at St. Andrew Greek Orthodox Church in her hometown of Chicago.  

     Truly the faithful of St. Andrew's are blessed to have such a dedicated servant of the Lord serving their 

community.  

 

Join us on September 12 as we celebrate Julieõs last Sunday 

with us at Taxiarchae Church in Watertown. 
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His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios 

of the Holy Metropolis of Boston  

The Reverend Father Demetrios E. Tonias, Pastor 

The Reverend Father Emmanuel S. Metaxas, Pastor Emeritus 

Parish Council Membersñ2010  

Contact Fr. Demetrios at: 

    Cell:  617.955.0126 

Email:  frdemetrios@goarchangels.org 

 
 

Parish Ministry Team 

 

Administrative Assistants - Linda Ducas, Soula Stratakias 

Altar Boy Ministry - George Stefanides, John Kopellas,  

     Ben Clark 

Athletic Ministry - John Kopellas 

Bookstore -  Charles & Maria Patsios,  

     Richard & Ileana Strakus 

Chanters - Costa Magimbi 

Choir Director - Cynthia Alex 

Compassionate Friends - Marion Avtges 

Computer and Internet Ministries - John Alex,  

     Manny Parasirakis  

GOYAñYouth Ministry Staff - Peter and Annie Alexopoulos,    

   Donna Balaouras, Katerina Loridas, Spiro Loridas,   

   George Stefanides, Julie Tziolas, Alexis Zallas 

Greek Language Arts Coordinator - Voula Polychronopoulos 

Hellenic Cultural Center - Ruth Analambidakis,  

     Michael Gregory  

Holy Cross Seminarians - Photios Meirthew, Perry Kallis,  

     Andrew Horvath  

HOPE and JOY Advisors - Mary Lynn Pergantis,  

     Joanna Tzouvelis 

I.O.C.C. Representative - Julie Tziolas  

òKali Parea" Senior Ministry - Drew Bilillies 

Koinonia - Carol Kinas  

Mommy and Me Playgroup - (coordinator needed) 

Parish Nurse - Marion Avtges 

Pastoral Assistant -  Julie Tziolas  

Philoptochos President - Georgia Colivas 

Sextons - Demetrios Brakoumatsos, Nicholas Yiokarinis 

Sunday School Director - Ellen Souris 

YAL Coordinator - Costa Karageorgis  

 

The Archangelõs Call 

is the monthly newsletter of the  

Taxiarchae/Archangels Greek Orthodox Church 

25 Bigelow Avenue    

Watertown, MA  02472  

Phone:  617.924.8182     Fax:  617.924.4124 

     The Taxiarchae/Archangels Greek Orthodox Church is a 

parish under the spiritual and ecclesiastical shepherding of 

His Eminence Metropolitan Methodios of the Greek 

Orthodox Metropolis of Boston of the Greek Orthodox 

Archdiocese of America under the jurisdiction of the 

Ecumenical Patriarchate of Constantinople. 

     The Mission of the Taxiarchae/Archangels Greek 

Orthodox Church is to proclaim the Gospel of Salvation 

through the Orthodox Christian Faith for the glory of our 

Triune God - Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. 

     We are a community of believers who journey towards 

our Lord Jesus Christ and one another through our 

WORSHIP, FELLOWSHIP, SPIRITUAL GROWTH, WITNESS, 

and SERVICE.  We invite all people to join us on this 

journey toward the Kingdom of Heaven.  

The Archangelõs Call is published on the first of each month.  

The deadline for submissions to this newsletter is the tenth 

of the prior month.  

Layout and production by Cynthia Mitaras Alex  

Cover Design by Alexandra Roll 

Published by the 

Taxiarchae Greek Orthodox Church, Watertown, MA  

Members: 

Nicholas Alex 

William Alex  

Nicholas G. Faggas 

Charles Kalivas 

Francine Kollias 

Charles Panagopoulos 

Nicholas Papakyrikos 

James Tzouvelis 

 

Special Life Time Member: 

Vasilios Gizanis       

Frances Levas ñ President 

Andrew Colivas ñ Vice President 

Brian Marriott ñ Recording Secretary 

L. Ike Papadopoulos ñ Treasurer 

Ernest Anastos ñ Asst. Treasurer 

Bill Souris ñ 2nt Asst. Treasurer 

John Analambidakis ñ Stewardship Chair 

Contact Us  
 
Directions  
 
Metropolis of 
Boston  
 
Greek Orthodox 
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Parish Ministry FairParish Ministry FairParish Ministry Fair   
On Sunday, September 19 

 
Following the Divine Liturgy 
in the Righellis Hall during Coffee Hour 

 

Please join us! 
 

Find out more about the ministries of our parish. 


