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25 Bigelow Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472

Phone: 617.924.8182 Phone
Website: www.goarchangels.org
Office: Office@goarchangels.com

Rev. Fr. Athanasios Nenes, Parish Priest

Cell Phone: 914.479.8096 Email: anenes@goarchangels.com

December 31, 2023

Sunday Before Epiphany
Orthros 8:45/Liturgy 9:30 AM.

Epistle Reading
St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8.

Gospel Reading
The Reading is from Mark 1:1-8.

Memorial
40 day - Alyce Savvas

Trisagion

3 year - Jean Yiokarinins
May their memory be eternal. Awvia n Mvrun!

WEEKDAY SERVICES - Kafnuepwég Asttoupyisg:

Paraklesis to the Panagia Gorgoipikoos - canceled for 1/4/24

St. Basi/- Mon., Jan. 1st, Orthros & Divine Liturgy 8:30AM.

Eve of Epiphany - Fri., Jan. 5, Vesperal Liturgy, Blessing of

the Waters 6PM.

Epiphany - Sat., Jan. 6, Orthros, Divine Liturgy of St Basil:

Agiasmos 8:30AM.

H OPOOAOEZH KOINOTHTA TQN TAEIAPXQN
TAXIARCHAE/ARCHANGELS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH




HYMNS OF THE DAY
Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal First Mode

O Faithful, let us sing a hymn of praise and worship to the Logos, coeternal with the Father
and the Spirit, who was born of the Virgin for our salvation. Of His own will He went upon
the Cross in the flesh and suffered death, to raise the dead through His glorious
Resurrection.

Tov ouvavapyov Aoyov Matpi kai Mveuparti, Tov ek MapBevou TexBevTa eig owTnpiav AE@Y,
AVUUVNOWHEV MIOTOI KAl MPOOKUVNOWHEY, OTI NUOOKNOE 0apki, AVEABEIV €v T(®) OTAUP®, Kal
Bdavarov unopEival, kai eyeipal Toug TeBveTAg, v T €vOOEw AvaoTacel auTod.

Apolytikion for Afterfeast of the Nativity in the Fourth Mode

Your birth O Christ our God did shine upon the world and through the light of wisdom
illumined the universe and to those who held the stars in worship did through a star learn
to worship You Worship You the sun of righteousness and came to know You the Light
from on high. Glory to You O Lord.

H yevvnaig gou XpioTe 6 OdG AU@VY, AVETEINE T KOOWW, TO POG TO TAG YVWOEWG, £V aUTH
Yap Oi TOIG A0TPOIG AQTPEUOVTEG, UNO ATTEPOG €010A0KOVTO, OE NPOOKUVEIV, ToV "HAIOV TiG
dIkaloouvnc, Kai o€ YIVWOKEIV €€ Upouc avaTtoAnyv, Kupie do&a ooil.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Third Mode

Today, the Virgin bears Him who is transcendent, and the earth presents the cave to Him
who is beyond reach. Angels, along with shepherds glorify Him. The Magi make their way
to Him by a star. For a new child has been born for us, the God before all ages.

H MNapBévoc onuepov, TOV Unepouaiov TiKTEl, kai N yij TO ZnAAaiov, TG ANPooiTw NPOCAyel.
Ayyehol peta Moipévav doEohoyolal. Mayol 6€ PeTa aoTépog odoinopodol. dI' NUAS yap
€yevvnon, Maidiov véov, 0 Npo aiwvwv O£dC,

Receiving Holy Communion - We welcome to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy those Christians who are
from other Christian Denominations and who are not fully united with us. Sadly, it is a consequence of the
divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to you an invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox
Christians believe that the Eucharist is the work or action of the celebrating Community signifying a oneness of
faith, life, and worship of the believing Community. Reception of Holy Communion by Christians not fully
united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must pray. However, all
present are welcome to partake of the Antidoro (blessed bread) which is distributed at the end of the Liturgy.




Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. Plagal Second Mode. Psalm 27.9,1.
O Lord, save your people and bless your inheritance.
Verse: To you, O Lord, I have cried, O my God.

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 4:5-8.

TIMOTHY, my son, always be steady, endure suffering, do the work of an evangelist,
fulfil your ministry.

For I am already on the point of being sacrificed; the time of my departure has come. I
have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. Henceforth
there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge,
will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his
appearing.

Epistle Reading

Mpokeipevov. Plagal Second Mode. WAAMOI 27.9,1.
>@oov, Kupie TOv Aadv oou kai EUAGYNCov TRV kAnpovopiav oou.
>Tix. MpOg o€, Kupig, kekpa&opal 6 O€0g Jou.

T0 Avayvwopa MNMpog TipoBeov B' 4:5-8.

Teékvov TiudBee, vAge v ndolv, kakonalnoov, £pyov noinoov euayyehioTod, Tnv
dlakoviav oou nAnpogopnoov. Eyw yap Adn onevdoual, kai O kaipog TAG €EWAG
aAvaAloewg EQPEOTNKeV. TOV Ay®@va TOV KAAOV Rywviopal, TOV OpOUOV TETEAEKA, TRV
nioTiv TETAPNKA* AoINdv, AnokeiTai poi o Tfig dIKkaioouvng aTEpavog, OV anodwoel Hol o
KUPIOG €v ekeivn TA NUEPQ, O diKalog KPITAG 00 WOvov Be £poi, GAAG Kai NACIV TOIG
Ayannkoaoiv TV meaveiav autod.




GOSPEL

The Reading is from Mark 1:1-8

The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. As it is written in the
prophets, 'Behold, I send my messenger before your face, who shall prepare your way; the
voice of one crying in the wilderness: prepare the way of the Lord, make his paths
straight.' John was baptizing in the wilderness, preaching a baptism of repentance for the
forgiveness of sins. And there went out to him all the country of Judea, and all the people
of Jerusalem; and they were baptized by him in the river Jordan, confessing their sins.
Now John was clothed with camel's hair, and had a leather girdle around his waist, and ate
locusts and wild honey. And he preached, saying, "After me comes he who is mightier than
I, the thong of whose sandals I am not worthy to stoop down and untie. I have baptized
you with water; but he will baptize you with the Holy Spirit."

GOSPEL

Karta Mdpkov 1:1-8

'Apxr To0 ebayyeAiou 'Inool Xpiotol, uiol Tol ©eol. Qg yeypanTal ev Toig NPOPATAIC,
iOOU £yw ANOOTEAAW TOV AyyeAOV HOU MPO NPOOWMoU 00U, OG KATAOKEUAoel TAV GO0V GoU
£UnpoaBev oou’ Pwvr) BoWvTog v Tf £pNUWY, ETouGoaTe TAV 080V Kupiou, eUBeiag noieite
TaG TpiBoug auTol, eyéveto ‘Twdvvng BanTilwv év TH €pAuw kai knpuoowv BanTioua
HeTavoiag eig d@eoiv auapTidy. Kai é&enopeleTo npdg alTov ndoa r ‘Toudaia xwpa Kai Oi
IepoooAupital, kai  €BanTilovto ngvrec ev T Iopdavn noTau® un’  auTtol
€EopoAoyoUpevol Tag auaptiag alT@v. Hv 8¢ 6 'Twavvng évOEdUPEVOG TPiXag kapnAou Kai
Cwvnv deppativnyv nepi TAV 60@UV auTol, kai €08jwv akpidag kai PN aypiov. Kai ekfpucoe
Aeywv: £pxeTal O ioXUPOTEPOG HoU OMiow Wou, ou oUK €ipi ikavog kuwag Aloal Tov IyavTta
TV UNodNUATwv autol: &yw pev €BRAnTioa UGG €v 0daTi, auTog O PBanTioel UPAG &v
MveupaT ‘Ayiw.




Saints and Feasts

il December 31

Melania the Younger, Nun of Rome

Saint Melania the Younger, who was born in 388, was the grand-
daughter of Saint Melania the Elder (see June 8). Her father
Publicola was an Eparch of Rome. She was joined in wedlock to a
%8 husband and became the mother of two children, both of which she
@ lost shortly thereafter. Thus, having agreed with her husband to
pass the rest of their lives in abstinence and chastity, and taking
her mother Albina with her, she went off to Africa. They ransomed 8,000 captives;
furthermore, they built two monasteries - one for men and one for women - in the city of
Tagaste, which was in the district of Tunis. After seven years they moved to Jerusalem.
Thereafter Melania shut herself up in a small and narrow hermitage by the Mount of
Olives, and wearing away her body with fasting and vigil, she reposed in 434.

Because of the Apodosis of the Feast of the Nativity on the 31st of this month, the hymns
of Saint Melania the Younger are transferred to December 30th along with the Martyr
Anysia.

January 01
Circumcision of our Lord

Since the Mosaic Law commands that if a woman give birth to a male
child, he should be circumcised in the foreskin of his flesh on the eighth
day (Lev. 12:2-3), on this, the eighth day from His Nativity, our Saviour
accepted the circumcision commanded by the Law. According to the
command of the Angel, He received the Name which is above every
name: JESUS, which means "Savior" (Matt. 1:21; Luke 1:31 and 2:21).




Sermon

Beloved brothers and sisters in Christ, as we stand on the threshold of a new year, let us gather with
grateful hearts and open minds to reflect upon the past and welcome the future with renewed faith
and unwavering hope. The new year provides us with an opportunity to grow spiritually, to deepen
our relationship with God, and to embrace the beauty of Orthodox teachings. Today, let us focus on

four essential steps to approach the new year with a firm foundation in our Orthodox faith.
I. Reflection: Gratitude for God's Guidance

As we embark on a new year, it is crucial to reflect upon the previous year and express gratitude for
God's guidance and protection throughout our journey. Despite the challenges, God has been faith-
ful and unchanging. Take a moment to ponder, contemplate, and acknowledge His blessings, both
seen and unseen. Let us remember that our gratitude further strengthens our connection with God

and instills confidence in His continuous care and provision.
II. Repentance: Seeking Forgiveness and New Beginnings

The new year serves as a reminder for us to actively seek repentance and forgiveness. It is an op-
portunity to turn away from our shortcomings, acknowledge our sins, and make a conscious effort
towards spiritual growth. In the spirit of humility, let us engage in sincere self-reflection, confess
our transgressions to God, and seek the sacrament of confession from our spiritual fathers. Through
repentance, we can start the new year with purified hearts, experiencing the transformative power

of God's forgiveness and embracing a fresh start.
II1. Renewal: Cultivating Spiritual Disciplines

The new year calls us renew our commitment to spiritual disciplines. Let us prioritize regular pray-
er, Scripture reading, fasting, and partaking in the Holy Mysteries. Through disciplined practice, we
can deepen our connection with God, nurture our spiritual lives, and acquire the virtues that bring
us closer to Christ's likeness. As we make a conscious effort to develop these disciplines, let us re-
member that it is not about legalism, but about allowing these practices to transform and mold us

into true followers of Christ.

IV. Hope: Trusting in God's Providence



Finally, as we enter the new year, let us embrace it with unwavering hope. In a world full of uncer-
tainties, we find solace in God's promises and providence. We trust that He has a Divine plan for
each of us, both individually and collectively. Regardless of the challenges that lie ahead, we can
face them with courage, knowing that God is present, guiding us with His loving hand. Let us
place our hope in His eternal wisdom and providence, confident that He works all things for the

good of those who love Him.

Beloved brothers and sisters, as we step into this new year, may we do so with hearts filled with
gratitude, seeking repentance and renewal, and trusting in the unfailing providence of our Heaven-
ly Father. Let us remember that the journey towards spiritual growth is a continuous one, and the
new year provides us with an opportunity to reorient our lives towards Christ. May the blessings

of this new year be abundant, drawing us closer to God and to one another. Amen.

Hgppy New Year!

“Glory to God in the highest, & on earth peace, goodwill toward men!”
Father Nenes and the members of the Parish Council
wish you all a blessed New Year!

O Iepéag oag, kal ta ugAn tov ExkkAnowaotikov Tvupoviiov, oag evyovrat
evioynuevo to Neov 'Etog pe vyeia kat ka0e karo! Kain Xpovia!




Memorial

40 day - Alyce Savvas
Trisagion

3 year - Jean Yiokarinis

May their memory be eternal. Awwvia n Mvipn!

Coffee Fellowship is sponsored by the Savvas family in memory of their loved one.

Welcome and Happy New to all who worship with us today.

The Taxiarchae Family extends its greetings for a very blessed New Year.

No Sunday School today.

The new Parish Council will be sworn in Sunday, January 7, 2024.




2023-2024 Capital Improvement
Campaign Fund

— $150,000

— $75,000

— $0

Church Capital Improvement Campaign
update. To date we have raised $29,000
of the $150,000 we need to raise for
much needed improvements to our
Church. We used approved monies from
the operations account for the parking lot
improvement but need to repay the
operations account once we have raised
the money. Thank you to those that have

donated! If you would like to donate
lease visit the Church website, click on
Donate, then Capital Improvement
Campaign.
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Swwﬁy,@ecméer 31,2023 — 7pm Mezedakia
8:30pm to lam' Oinner &' Oancing

@ Live Music featuring

Meze, Dinner, Dessert, Vasilopita & Champagne Toast at Midnight
(Dinner includes Prime Rib, Mashed Potatoes, Greek-5tyle Green Beans, Pastry)

TICKET PRICES
< Adult Tickets 580 |
;A;’f‘\\%’? = Ages10to14  $40 AV
A2

! R\ Ages Under 10 Free 22 \\;?4 \
A b

* George Karalis 781-241-5035
Jeannie Soukatos 401-474-1833
Sophia Augoustakis 508-570-1720
Church Office 401-725-3127

Assumption of the Virgin Mary Greek Orthodox Church « 97 Walcott Street « Pawtucket « Rhode Island

T il

Georgios Karatzas & Athenian Entertainment

WAN S\



HELLENIC BOSTON BUSINESSES UNITE
(nited you to o fordt (Auwal

i WINTER WHITE
ala

Saturday February 3, 2024 at 7:00 PM ;
'

Oakley Country Club
410 Belmont St. Watertown, MA

Silent Auction proceeds to benefit ¢
Metropolis Camp of Boston & The Sotir Center Thessaloniki, GR

Dinner & Dancing
Music by Salonica Boys

RSVP by January 27, 2024
Early bird pricing available until January 15, 2024

To order tickets scan the QR code

Cocktail attire - Optional Black/Winter White




N

METROPOLIS of BOSTON CAMP

WINTER CAMP 2024

SO CHILL, WE NEEDED TWO

Winter Camp Session 1 Winter Camp Session 2
ARRIVE: Friday, January 19 ARRIVE: Saturday, February 17
DEPART: Sunday, January 21 DEPART: Monday, February 19

WINTER CAMP FIELD TRIP OPTIONS

llaplliyruphduy - SIlllng
Cow Milking Farm Snowboarding
Ice Skating / Ice Fishing Tubing

\SESSION 1 :
SESSION 2 | Northern Galiforniagune 1
SESSION 3 | BoStoR'Uune22-July 2

SESSIONE | ChicagoJuly 6-16
APPLJCATI‘ON DEADLINE S

Regular: February 20,




Youth Ministry
Ongoing FOOD DRIVE - Collecting for the Watertown Food Pantry

Your donation of food items can be put on the table, located in the Lobby.
We will deliver them to the Watertown Food Pantry every Tuesday.
Thank you for helping your local community!

ESPECIALLY NEEDED - CANS OF TUNA & BREAKFAST CEREAL.
As always, the Food Pantry is still in need of school snacks.

LOVE DOES NOT HURT.

INCREASED STATISTICS ON INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
HTTPS://WWW.NEJM.ORG/DOI/FULL/10.1056/NEJMP2024046

A pandemic within a pandemic: There are more cases of violence
in the home than ever before. This means more families living in
crisis.

We are collecting for monthly drop-offs each second Monday of
the month, beginning with December 14th.

Items requested are:

Sanitary napkins
Shampoo
Vaseline
Cocoa butter
Baby shampoo
Baby lotion
Deodorant
Tooth brushes
Tooth paste

With any questions, please contact

CKourkoulis@goarchangels.org




Taxiarchae Hellenic Cultural Center

Planning a party or reception? Our beautiful venues are now updated
and ready for any & all of your event needs, up to 500 people.

For information and assistance in planning your future event, please call
Irene Apostolou Cobb at the Church Office at 617-924-8182 or email:
functionmanager@goarchangels.com

PREAM IT AND IT
CyN COMe TRUE!

Wl JouR eveNT Can Be
eVeRYTHING
you WisHeD.




