EAAHNIKH OPOOAOEH KOINOTHTA TQN TAETAPXQN

TAXIARCHAE/ARCHANGELS GREEK ORTHODOX CHURCH
25 Bigelow Avenue, Watertown, MA 02472

Phone: 617.924.8182 Phone
Website: www.goarchangels.org
Office: Office@goarchangels.com

Rev. Fr. Athanasios Nenes, Parish Priest
Cell Phone: 914.479.8096 Email: anenes@goarchangels.com

February 25, 2024
Sunday of the Publican and Pharisee:
Triodion Beigns Today

Orthros 8:45/Liturgy 9:30 AM.

Epistle Reading
St. Paul’s Second Letter to Timothy 3:10-15.

Gospel Reading
The Reading is from Luke 18:10-14.

Memorial
40 day — George Delyani
40 day — John Dinopoulos
3 year - Stanley Metaxas
7 year - Presbytera Penelope Metaxas
13 year - +Fr. Emmanuel Metaxas

Trisagion
Konstantina & Konstantinos Patsiocostas
George & Efterpi Soffironas

May their memory be eternal. Awvia n Mviun!

WEEKDAY SERVICES - Kafnuepivég Asttoupyisg:
Paraklesis to the Panagia Gorgoipikoos - Every Thursday at 6 PM.




HYMNS OF THE DAY

Resurrectional Apolytikion in the Plagal First Mode

O Faithful, let us sing a hymn of praise and worship to the Logos, coeternal with the Father
and the Spirit, who was born of the Virgin for our salvation. Of His own will He went upon
the Cross in the flesh and suffered death, to raise the dead through His glorious

Resurrection.

Tov ouvavapyov Adyov Matpi kai Mveuuari, Tov ek MapBévou TexBEVTA €ig owTnpiav HUQY,
AVUPVACWEV MIOTOI Kai NPOCKUVACWHEY, 0TI NUBOKNCE 0apki, AVEABEV ev T(® 0Taup®, Kai
8avarov Unopeival, kai £yeipal ToUg TEBVERTAG, £V TH £vOOEW AvacTdcel auTod.

Seasonal Kontakion in the Fourth Mode

Let us flee from the boasting of the Pharisee and learn through our own sighs of sorrow
the humility of the Publican. Let us cry out to the Savior, "Have mercy on us, for through
You alone are we reconciled."

®apioaiou eUywpey Uynyopiav, kai TeEhAwvou PaBwpev, TO TaNEIVOV év OTEVAYHOIG, NPog
TOV ZwThpa kpauydalovtec: TAab1 pove nuiv eUBIGANAKTE.

Receiving Holy Communion - We welcome to this celebration of the Divine Liturgy those Christians who are
from other Christian Denominations and who are not fully united with us. Sadly, it is a consequence of the
divisions in Christianity that we cannot extend to you an invitation to receive Holy Communion. Orthodox
Christians believe that the Eucharist is the work or action of the celebrating Community signifying a oneness of
faith, life, and worship of the believing Community. Reception of Holy Communion by Christians not fully

united with us would imply a oneness which does not yet exist, and for which we must pray. However, all
present are welcome to partake of the Antidoro (blessed bread) which is distributed at the end of the Liturgy.




Epistle Reading

Prokeimenon. Plagal First Mode. Psalm 11.7,1.
You, O Lord, shall keep us and preserve us.
Verse: Save me, O Lord, for the godly man has failed.

The reading is from St. Paul's Second Letter to Timothy 3:10-15.

TIMOTHY, my son, you have observed my teaching, my conduct, my aim in life, my faith,
my patience, my love, my steadfastness, my persecutions, my sufferings, what befell me at
Antioch, at Iconion, and at Lystra, what persecutions I endured; yet from them all the Lord
rescued me. Indeed all who desire to live a godly life in Christ Jesus will be persecuted,
while evil men and impostors will go on from bad to worse, deceivers and deceived. But as
for you, continue in what you have learned and have firmly believed, knowing from whom
you learned it and how from childhood you have been acquainted with the sacred writings
which are able to instruct you for salvation through faith in Christ Jesus.

Epistle Reading

Mpokeipevov. Plagal First Mode. WAAMOI 11.7,1.
ZU Kupig, QuAagaig Audc kai diatnpnoaig UGG
>Tix. ZWoov pe, Kuplg, 0TI EKAEAOINEV OTIOC.

T0 Avayvwopa NMpog Tip60sov B' 3:10-15.

Tekvov TipoBeg, napnkoAoudnkag pou T didackaliq, Tfi aywyfi, T NpoBgael, Tf nioTel, T
HakpoBupiq, TA ayanp, Tfi UNOHOV, TOIG BIWYHOIG, TOIG NABNUACIV, Oid WOl EYEVETO &V
AvTioxeiq, ev TKoviw, ev AUGTPOIG, 0i0UG IWYHOUG UNAVEYKA* KAl K NAVTWV HE £ppUoaTo O
KUpIOG. Kai navTeg o€ oi BEAovTeG 0BG v v XpIoT® Tnool diwxBrcovTal. MNovnpoi de
dyBpwnol Kai yonTeG NPOKOWOUOIV €N TO XEIPOV, MAQVMVTEG Kai NAQVOUEVOI. ZU OE LEVE &V
0IG €MaBeg kai £MoTwOnNG, €idwe napd Tivog €UaBEeG, kai 0TI Ano BpEPouc TA iepd ypapuaTa
0idac, Ta duvapeva oe cogioal €ic owTnpiav did nioTewd THC &v XpioT® Tnood.




GOSPEL

The Reading is from Luke 18:10-14

The Lord said this parable, "Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee and
the other a tax collector. The Pharisee stood and prayed thus with himself, 'God, I thank
you that I am not like other men, extortioners, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax
collector. I fast twice a week, I give tithes of all that I get.' But the tax collector, standing
far off, would not even lift up his eyes to heaven, but beat his breast, saying, 'God, be
merciful to me a sinner!" I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than
thﬁ gther; |f0<rj everyone who exalts himself will be humbled, but he who humbles himself
will be exalted."

GOSPEL

KaTta Aoukdv 18:10-14

Einev 0 KiUpiog v napaBoAnv Tautnv: AvBpwnol OUo dvéBnoav €ic TO igpov
npooeUgacBal, o €i¢ dapiodiog kai O £Tepoc TeAwvng. 6 dapiodioc oTaBeiq NPog EauTov
TalTa NPOCNUXETO" O OE0G, €UXaRIOT® OOl OTI OUK Elpi MONEP oi Aoinoi Tiv avepwnwy,
dpnayeg, Gdikol, Hoixoi, fi kai wG oUToG O TeAWVNG' vNOTEUW dig ToJ_oaBBATOU, ANOdEKAT®
navra ooa KT@ual. kal 0 TEAwvNG HakpoBev €0TwG OUK NOEAEV OUDE TOUG OPOAAHOUG Eig
TOV oUpavov endpal, GA ETunTev €ig T0 0TAB0G auTol Aéywv' O B0, IAGoBNTI WOl TG
ApapTwA. Aéyw Upiv, KaTePn ouTog BEBIKAIWHEVOG €iG TOV oikov auTold f yap keivog: Ol
ndg 6 VYWV €aUTOV TaneivwdnosTal, 6 O& Taneiv@dv €auTov UYWBNOoETal.




Saints and Feasts

February 25
\ Sunday of the Publican & Parisee: Triodon Begins Today

il The Pharisees were an ancient and outstanding sect among the Jews
known for their diligent observance of the outward matters of the Law.
Although, according to the word of our Lord, they "did all their works to be

B8 seen of men" (Matt. 23:5), and were hypocrites (ibid. 23: 13, 14, 15, etc.),
because of the apparent holiness of their lives they were thought by all to be righteous,
and separate from others, which is what the name Pharisee means. On the other hand,
Publicans, collectors of the royal taxes, committed many injustices and extortions for
filthy lucre's sake, and all held them to be sinners and unjust. It was therefore according
to common opinion that the Lord Jesus in His parable signified a virtuous person by a
Pharisee, and a sinner by a Publican, to teach His disciples the harm of pride and the
profit of humble-mindedness. Since the chief weapon for virtue is humility, and the
greatest hindrance to it is pride, the divine Fathers have set these three weeks before
the Forty-day Fast as a preparation for the spiritual struggles of virtue. This present
week they have called Harbinger, since it declares that the Fast is approaching; and they
set humility as the foundation for all our spiritual labors by appointing that the parable of
the Publican and the Pharisee be read today, even before the Fast begins, to teach,
through the vaunting of the Pharisee, that the foul smoke of self-esteem and the stench
of boasting drives away the grace of the Spirit, strips man of all his virtue, and casts him
into the pits of Hades; and, through the repentance and contrite prayer of the Publican,
that humility confers upon the sinner forgiveness of all his wicked deeds and raises him
}p t¢01' the greatest heights. A/l foods are allowed the week that follows this

unday.

. February 26

\| The Holy Great Martyr Photine, the Samaritan Women

Saint Photini lived in 1st century Palestine and was the woman that Christ
met at Jacob's Well in Samaria as recorded in the Gospel according to
John (4:4-26). After her encounter with Christ, she and her whole family were baptized
by the Apostles and became evangelists of the early Church. Photini and her children
eventually were summoned before the emperor Nero and instructed to renounce their
faith in Christ. They refused to do so, accepting rather to suffer various tortures. After
many efforts to force her to surrender to idolatry, the emperor ordered that she be
thrown down a well. Photini gave up her life in the year 66. St. Photini is commemorated
on three occasions during the year: February 26 (Greek tradition), March 20 (Slavic
tradition), and the Sunday of the Samaritan Woman on the 5th Sunday of Pascha.




Sermon
SERMON SUNDAY OF THE PUBLICAN AND PHARISEE

In an Orthodox sermon on the Gospel of the Publican and the Pharisee with quotes from the Holy
Fathers, we can draw wisdom from the teachings of the Church Fathers to deepen the understanding

of this profound parable.
Beloved in Christ,

Today, we meditate on the powerful message conveyed in the Gospel of the Publican and the
Pharisee—a message that resonates through the ages, guiding us towards humility, repentance, and
true righteousness. The venerable St. Ephraim the Syrian teaches us, "The true fast is for those who,
as the Publican, tremble at the sight of their sins. To ridicule the opponents of the Faith is not a
serious matter; let us fast, brethren, not only our bodies but also our tongues." These words remind
us that humility is the bedrock of spiritual growth. The Pharisee, consumed by pride, stands self-
assured before God, while the Publican, aware of his unworthiness, is moved to repentance. As St.
John Chrysostom beautifully articulates, "It is better to be humbled with the truth than exalted with
falsehood."

The great St. Gregory Palamas instructs us, "God does not desire sacrifices and observances from us.
What He seeks is a broken and contrite heart, humility, love, and thanksgiving." The Pharisee's

external displays of piety pale in comparison to the sincere contrition of the Publican.

Let us heed the timeless words of St. Isaac the Syrian, who reminds us, "Do not be surprised that you
fall every day; do not give up, but stand your ground courageously. And assuredly, the Angel who

guards you will honor your patience."

In conclusion, the Gospel of the Publican and the Pharisee, illuminated by the wisdom of the Holy
Fathers, beckons us towards a profound spiritual truth. Let us embrace humility, cultivate

repentance, and seek true righteousness in the presence of our merciful God.

May we learn from the humility of the Publican, shun the pride of the Pharisee, and strive for a

contrite heart that finds favor in the eyes of the Lord. Amen.

May this sermon inspire reflection and transformative growth in the hearts of those who hear.




We Welcome all who worship with us today.

Memorials

40 day — George Delyani

40 day — John Dinopoulos

3 year - Stanley Metaxas

7 year - Presbytera Penelope Metaxas
13 year—Fr. Emmanuel Metaxas

Trisagion

Konstantina & Konstantinos Patsiocostas

George & Efterpi Soffronas

May their memory be eternal. Awwvia n Mviun!

Coffee Fellowship is sponsored by the Delyani family and the Dinopoulos family in
memory of their loved one.

If you would like to sponsor a Coffee Fellowship, please contact the Office.

Announcements

The National Hellenic Society's Heritage Greece Program is a
complementary, 2-week cultural immersion odyssey for accomplished
Greek American college students who share their experiences with a peer
group of exceptional students from the American College of Greece (ACG) in
Athens, Greece or the American College of Thessaloniki (ACT) in
Thessaloniki, Greece. The Heritage Greece Program®) goal is to connect the
participants with their faith, heritage, roots, and Greek identity. For more
information visit: National Hellenic Society | Heritage Greece




2023-2024 Capital Improvement
Campaignh Fund

— $150,000

— $75,000

— $0

Church Capital Improvement Campaign
update. To date we have raised $43,000 of
the $150,000 we need to raise for much
needed improvements to our Church. We
used approved monies from the operations
account for the parking lot improvement
but need to repay the operations account
once we have raised the money. Thank you
to those that have donated! If you would
like to donate please visit the Church
website, click on Donate, then Capital

Improvement Campaign.



Purchase Your Tickets on our Website.

Use the drop down “"Menu”, purchase in Taxiarchae Store.




Junior Orthodox Youth
Ages 5 to 12

v Tshivt Decorativg

FRIDAY, MARCH 8TH
5-7 PM
PIZZA AND A TREAT
WILL BE PROVIDED

Z4

N
\

You must RSVP to
ckourkoulis@goarchangels.org
by March i1st to ensure availability
cipation

Family Ministries \
~amily Friendly Event

FRDAY, PARCH 15TH
5>=7 PM

This Spring we will be participating
in Watertown Yard Art

Please bring a good sized rock to paint

[Pizza ayd a treat will be provided

You must R.S.V.P by 3/8 to
~ . ckourkovlis@goarchangels.org
to ensure availability and
participation




Taxiarchae Oratorical Date: April 21, at the conclusion of the Liturgy

Parish Chairperson: Costas Karageorgis

Contact Information: Ckarageorgis@goarchangel.com

Please contact Costas or Fr. Nenes if interested.

—_— [

2024 ST. JOHN CHRYSOSTOM ORATORICAL FESTIVAL

Junior Division (Grades 7-9) | Senior Division (Grades 10-12)

AWARDS

National finalists are eligible to receive the following
St. John Chrysostom Oraterical Festival Scholarship: $500 to $2000
FAITH: An Endowment for Orthodoxy and Hellenism: to be announced

SCHOLARSHIPS

Finalists at any level are eligible to receive the following
Chrysostom Scholarship to Hellenic College: $2.500 up to $30.000 per year

LOCAL INFORMATION

Parish Festival Date & Time:

Parish Chairperson:

Contact Information:

Find_top_ics, tips, manual, & award info at
www.religioused.goarch.org

Greek Orthodox Archdiocese of America
Department of Religious Education (DRE)




Friday,Marchlst
6:30 pm

GREEK
MOVIE NIGHT

My Big Fat Greek Wedding 3

Light refreshments will be served
before the film begins

Free Will Donation

Contact Ckourkoulis@goarchangels.org
to RSVP or with any questions




YOUTH MINISTRIES

Youth Ministries are collecting "Gently Used'" Prom Dresses for the

Belle Ball program! Donate Prom Dresses to Local Students in Need.
Deadline for donations - Thursday, March 28th.

Please leave your donations on the COAT RACK in the LOBBY.
Thank you.

Collecting Prom Dresses ONLY!

Ball

: Donate Prom Dresses
To Local Students in Need
Now through March 28%

pfmde t‘éﬁg %/P’O"*_}rzssas on
Mae Coat “Kack /omfea/m?/u,éabbY

‘&m Bank MIVURE

Collected dresses are professionally cleaned by
Anton's and displayed at an invitation-only event in
Boston for qualifying students.

For more information about Belle of the Ball or to refer
students in need, visit: antons.com/belle

MASSACHUSETTS
CONVENTION CENTER
AUTHORITY




Watertown Savings Bank

Customer Choice Awards

Please vote Taxiarchae as your favorite A@’ é ;

Customer !
With your help, we can receive $ ghOICéje _
s waras

Local Non-profit!

i *
$100,000 FQR YOUR FAVORITE.

WSB is now doing all the voting online.
LOCAL NON-PROFITS!

(No more paper ballots).
‘VOTE: watertownsavings.com/vote *

If you need help voting, please go to any
WSB Branch and they will guide you
through the process.

Watertown

Savings*'Bank

four'sessions:

ON TYB6! Junea-m

| Boston June'22-July 2
N 4| Chicaga'duly 6-16

APPLICATION DEADL

Wlth what ""““*@ I8 e e

ot




Youth Ministry
Ongoing FOOD DRIVE - Collecting for the Watertown Food Pantry

Your donation of food items can be put on the table, located in the Lobby.
We will deliver them to the Watertown Food Pantry every Tuesday.
Thank you for helping your local community!

ESPECIALLY NEEDED - CANS OF TUNA & BREAKFAST CEREAL.
As always, the Food Pantry is still in need of school snacks.

LOVE DOES NOT HURT.

INCREASED STATISTICS ON INTIMATE PARTNER VIOLENCE
HTTPS://WWW.NEJM.ORG/DOI/FULL/10.1056/NEJMP2024046

A pandemic within a pandemic: There are more cases of violence
in the home than ever before. This means more families living in
crisis.

We are collecting for monthly drop-offs each second Monday of
the month, beginning with December 14th.

Items requested are:

Sanitary napkins
Shampoo
Vaseline
Cocoa butter
Baby shampoo
Baby lotion
Deodorant
Tooth brushes
Tooth paste

With any questions, please contact
isti is at CKourkoulis@goarchangels.org




2. MAIDS OF
N/ ATHENA

it ¥ ALPHA EPSILON ALPHA

YOU ARE INVITED TO:

THE 3RD ANNUAL
SPRING SEMI FORMAL

WHEN: MUSIC BY:
Saturday April 6th, The
7 pm - 11 pm Salonica
WHERE: Boys

Hellenic OPEN TO ALL:

Cultural Center Highschool &
of Watertown College Students
25 Bigelow Ave $20 ENTRY FEE




Taxiarchae Hellenic Cultural Center

Planning a party or reception? Our beautiful venues are now updated
and ready for any & all of your event needs, up to 500 people.

For information and assistance in planning your future event, please call
Irene Apostolou Cobb at the Church Office at 617-924-8182 or email:
functionmanager@goarchangels.com

PREAM IT AND IT
CyN COMe TRUE!

Wl JouR eveNT Can Be
eVeRYTHING
you WisHeD.




